THE   RIVER   TIGRIS

is only 353 feet, the remainder of its course, a
distance of about 650 miles, being made by easy
descent.

With a very little trouble the river could easily
be made navigable as far up as Mosul, the chief
hindrance to this being obstructions in the river
which could be removed by dynamite or other ex-
plosives. A day's journey from Mosul by water
there is a large dam stretching right across the river,
believed to have been built by Darius with the
intent to prevent Alexander from penetrating his
dominions by means of the river. When the Tigris
is full this is not an insurmountable barrier even as
it exists now, During the summer and autumn the
water is very shallow, and steamers would find it
difficult to reach Mosul, but a little engineering
could render the river navigable at all seasons.
Once or twice steamers have reached Mosul, thereby
causing great excitement amongst the natives. For
the last thirty years it has been the talk of Mosul
that " steamers are coming," but they have not yet
started. We heard a year ago that two steamers
had been chartered for plying between Mosul and
Baghdad, and were only awaiting a firman from
the Sultan, but so far nothing has been seen of
them.

Pending the inauguration of steamers, the natives
still continue to use the same method of river trans-
port as existed in the days of Abraham and Jonah.
This consists of a raft-like construction, and is em-
ployed for both passenger and goods traffic. It is
composed of a number of sheep or goat skins
inflated and fastened close together, upon which
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